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Levels of Understanding: Introduction

Introduction to Levels of Understanding

FOR MANY STUDENTs, studying literature is like being lost in an alien universe, filled with hidden 
-

Levels of Understanding

-

Comprehension -

Reader Response
personal experience or by presenting an opinion on a character or event.

Analysis

Synthesis

-

Evaluation
-

Levels of Understanding, however, provides the 

-
Levels of Understanding does not teach students how to answer 

-

Levels of Understanding ❦
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How to Use this Unit

ACH LEVELS OF UNDERSTANDING: USING BLOOM’S TAXONOMY TO EXPLORE LITERATURE unit is intended to be 
-

response. It would be inappropriate to penalize a student whose well-reasoned and supportable 

their reader-response reactions and their evaluations with an 

your students through a new reading and thinking process 

-

is designed to invite your students to operate in 
-

and giving you the opportunity to evaluate their 
progress.

Whether you use Levels of Understanding: Using 
Bloom’s Taxonomy to Explore Literature

-
-

❦

Levels of Understanding: How To Use This Unit
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A. Background on Puritan beliefs
HE PURITAN RELIGION HAS ITS beginnings in the Protes-

was a reaction to the doctrine and 

-

branch that preached predestination 

-

born with an irresistible tendency to 
-

-
gregation are not shocking or even unusual. In Chapter 11, 

only wonder was, that they did not see his wretched body 

Puritans, in the Protestant tradition, adhered strongly 

-

-

well educated on the scriptures and in a position to help 
lead and counsel their congregations.

-

Puritans believed that the scriptures 

only 

-

congregation could read the scrip-

resulting in trials against heresy (as 

What distinguished the Puritans 
-

establishing power with local congregations rather than an 

-

knit, both socially and by religious doctrine, any sin that 
-

-

The Scarlet Letter.

I. Puritan punishments for adultery

The Scarlet Letter. De-

-

Background Information

John Calvin
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Section One: The Custom-House: Comprehen-
sion, Analysis

and explain what this characterization reveals about the 

Section Two: Chapter 1, 2, and 3: Analysis, 
Synthesis

In a well-organized essay, first analyze how Chapters 
The Scarlet Letter begin to establish a contrast 

between nature and civilization, and then explain how this 

in the text.

Section Three: Chapters 4, 5 and 6: Analysis, 
Synthesis

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking 
beautiful pearls, who, when he had found one pearl of great 
price, went and sold all that he had and bought it” (Matthew 
13:45-46). 

-

Section Four: Chapters 7, 8 and 9: Analysis, 
Evaluation

explain how these descriptions cast doubt upon the sincer-

Section Five: Chapters 10, 11 and 12: Compre-
hension, Analysis

-

Section Six: Chapters 13, 14, and 15: Analysis, 
Synthesis

In a well-organized essay, analyze the conversation be-

it to the conversation that takes place in Chapter 4. How has 

Section Seven: Chapters 16, 17, and 18: Com-
prehension, Analysis, Synthesis

“There is no substance in it! It is cold and dead, and can do 
nothing for me! Of penance I have had enough! Of penitence 
there has been none! Else, I should long ago have thrown off 
these garments of mock holiness, and have shown myself to 
mankind as they will see me at the judgment-seat. Happy 
are you, Hester, that wear the scarlet letter openly upon your 
bosom! Mine burns in secret!”

distinctions between penance and penitence and between 

Section Eight: Chapters 19, 20, and 21: Com-
prehension, Analysis

In a well-organized essay, analyze how the narrator 

use their descendants and their ancestors to establish their 

Section Nine: Chapters 22, 23, and 24: Analysis, 
Synthesis, Evaluation

Total Novel: Comprehension, Synthesis, Evalu-
ation

The Scarlet Letter. In a well-organized 

Levels of Understanding: 
Using Bloom’s Taxonomy of Learning Domains

to explore Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter

Writing Prompts
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Section One Levels of Understanding: The Scarlet Letter Student Worksheets

Levels of Understanding: 
Using Bloom’s Taxonomy of Learning Domains

to explore Nathaniel Hawthorne’s

The Scarlet Letter
SECTION ONE: THE CUSTOM-HOUSE

1. What is the current state of the business in the Custom-House?

2. What does the narrator believe his ancestors would think of his profession as a writer?

3. What is the narrator’s overall attitude toward the other officers at the Custom-House?

4. What does the narrator find in the second story of the Custom-House?

5. Why is the narrator unable to write?

6. What is the narrator’s attitude toward losing his position in the Custom-House?
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Student Worksheets Levels of Understanding: The Scarlet Letter Section Three

The Scarlet Letter
SECTION THREE: CHAPTERS 4, 5, AND 6

1. How does Chillingworth know Hester? How does he plan to seek revenge?

2. Why does Hester choose to remain in Boston, even when she is free to live anywhere she may choose?

3. What sort of garments is Hester never commissioned to sew, despite her skill at embroidery?

4. What sixth sense does Hester sometimes think the scarlet letter gives her?

5. How do the other children react to Pearl? How does Pearl react to them?

6. What is “the very first thing” that Pearl becomes aware of as an infant?
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Section Five Levels of Understanding: The Scarlet Letter Student Worksheets

The Scarlet Letter
SECTION FIVE: CHAPTERS 10, 11, AND 12

1. Why does Dimmesdale fail to recognize Chillingworth as his enemy?

2. According to Dimmesdale, why do some men refuse to confess their sins to their fellow man?

3. To whom does the narrator liken Chillingworth, after Chillingworth sees Dimmesdale’s chest?

4. Why is Dimmesdale such a powerful speaker and so popular with his congregation?

5. Where do Hester, Pearl, and Dimmesdale meet in the middle of the night? How did this meeting come to take place?

6. What does the meteor in the sky signify to Dimmesdale? What does it signify to his congregation?
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Student Worksheets Levels of Understanding: The Scarlet Letter Section Seven

The Scarlet Letter
SECTION SEVEN: CHAPTERS 16, 17, AND 18

1. Why does Hester choose to meet Dimmesdale in the forest?

2. What does Hester tell Pearl in response to Pearl’s questions about the Black Man?

3. Dimmesdale says that there is someone whose sin is worse than his or Hester’s. To whom is he referring? Why 
does he say this?

4. What reasons does Dimmesdale give for deciding to leave with Hester?

5. What happens to the atmosphere in the forest after Hester removes the letter and lets her hair out of its cap?

1. Should Dimmesdale have forgiven Hester for neglecting to tell him about Chillingworth’s true identity?
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Section Nine Levels of Understanding: The Scarlet Letter Student Worksheets

The Scarlet Letter
SECTION NINE: CHAPTERS 22, 23, AND 24

1. Why does a “dreary influence” come over Hester when she sees Dimmesdale marching in the procession?

2. Describe Dimmesdale’s sermon.

3. How does Dimmesdale’s physical state suddenly change after he has delivered his Election Sermon?

4. What are the various explanations the spectators give for the origin of the mark on Dimmesdale’s chest?

5. What becomes of Chillingworth after Dimmesdale’s death?

6. What becomes of Pearl and Hester?


