
Persuasive prompts 
 

 
Extending lunch time 
Students at TLC Chula Vista only have 30 minutes for lunch. Many students believe that this is 
not enough time, and would like a longer lunch. However, having a longer lunch would mean 
extending the school day in order to have at least one hour for each class. The administration is 
trying to decide if this should be done. What is your position on this issue? Write a letter to the 
school Lead Teacher stating where you stand, and offering convincing arguments to support that 
position. 
 
Too Much Homework. Some of the parents at your school have started a campaign to limit the 
homework that teachers can assign to students. Teachers at your school have argued that the 
homework is necessary. What is your position? Write a letter to the principal of your school 
stating your position and supporting it with convincing reasons. 
 

.     Change the Rule! Your principal has asked students to suggest a school rule that should be 
changed. Think of one rule that you would like to have changed. Write a letter convincing your 
principal that this rule should be changed. Be sure to support your opinion with convincing 
reasons and evidence.  
 
Grade Scale Change One of the language arts teachers at your school has decided to change 
from a ten-point grade scale (100 to 90 is an A, 89 to 80 is a B, etc.) to a seven-point grade scale 
(100 to 93 is an A, 92 to 85 is a B, etc.). The teacher is trying to encourage students to put more 
effort into their classes by raising the requirements. What is your position on this issue? Write a 
letter to the teacher stating your position and supporting it with convincing reasons. 
 
Online Schools The state department of education has provided funding for an experimental 
online school. All the classes will take place on the Internet, using email, online chat, and the 
world wide web. The students taking classes at this new online school will never meet each other 
face-to-face. They will only interact online with each other and with their teachers. The state is 
hoping this program will provide fairer educational access to students in outlying, rural areas. 
Opponents of the program argue that because of their lack of interaction with other students in a 
traditional classroom, the students who attend this online school will not develop the social skills 
that should be a component of their education. What is your position on this issue? Write a letter 
to the editor of your local newspaper stating your position on this issue and supporting it with 
convincing reasons.  
 
Wealthy Donor 
A wealthy donor plans to build a new facility that will benefit young people in your area. It could 
be a swimming pool, a theater, a skateboard park, an art school, or any other facility that would 
provide young people with constructive ways to spend their time. The donor is not sure what 
kind of facility would be most useful. Write a letter to the donor in which you identify the type of 
facility you would like to have built, and persuade her that it is the best choice. Be sure to 
support your opinion with convincing reasons and evidence.  
 



Should boys and girls compete on unisex sports teams?  
 
Some parents at your school are lobbying to allow girls to try out for the boys' sports teams, but 
they don't think boys should be allowed to play on girls' teams. Create an essay that clearly 
explains your opinion on this topic, and aim it at convincing these parents of your point of view. 
Address both girls on boys' teams and boys on girls' teams. What do you think? Are the parents 
right? Should there be one unisex team for each sport? Or should the teams remain separated by 
gender? 
 
What our community really needs is… 
 
Bill Gates has selected your town to be the latest recipient of his amazing wealth. He wants to 
help keep kids active and engaged by creating a facility that will operate free of charge and 
inspire your community's young people to be the best they can be. What sort of facility do you 
think would serve the teens in your community best and get the most real use? It could be a 
sports complex of some kind, an arts and music workspace, a computer or technical laboratory or 
some other facility for which you see a need. Write a letter to Mr. Gates, making your case for 
your choice. Be sure to describe the proposed facility in detail. 
 
 
Is a Curfew Right? 
 
Your city council has passed an ordinance that all teens under the age of 18 must be out of your 
city's downtown area after 10 p.m. They aim to protect your community's young people from the 
violence and underage drinking that has sprung up around the bustling nightspots downtown. 
What do you think of this ordinance? Prepare an essay that you plan to deliver as a speech at the 
next city council meeting. Back up your position with specific facts and examples. 
 


