
Final Semester 
Assignment 
Response to literature essay: 
Character Analysis 



Write a multi-paragraph essay 
� How many paragraphs, you ask? 

� As many as necessary to bring your point 
across effectively, but it should be a 
minimum of six paragraphs. 

� Please keep in mind that an “A” quality 
paper will probably require more than 
that. 



Introductory Paragraph 
� Creative opening (hook) 
� Background information about the novel 

that should include the title and the 
author of the novel 

� Brief summary or synopsis of the novel 
� Your thesis statement or central idea. 



Ideas for Creative Openings 
� An interesting fact 
� A meaningful quotation 
� A universal idea 
� A rich vivid description of the setting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thesis statement: 
� The thesis statement or “major thesis” is 

the central idea of your essay. For this 
assignment it is a mention and general 
description of your character.  

�  In the following example, the thesis 
statement is in red. 



Example of Introductory 
Paragraph 



�  Dystopian novels, by definition, offer a bleak 
version of humanity’s future. The Hunger Games  
by Suzanne Collins is no exception. Panem is a 
corrupt, totalitarian state divided into twelve 
districts. As a means of controlling the masses using 
fear, intimidation, propaganda and a spectacle 
that speaks to the uneducated, poverty stricken 
citizens, each year the government forces each 
district to offer two “tributes,” a boy and a girl. 
They are pitted against each other in a horrifying 
game that is played in real time until one survivor 
stands. Katniss Everdeen, the protagonist, is a 
character of great physical and moral strength; 
the traditional archetype of a hero for a new 
generation. 



Body Paragraphs 
� Your body paragraphs should include the 

following elements: 



�  First idea to be developed-character traits (at least 
two paragraphs, as you will be discussing two 
character traits) 

�  Topic sentence -character trait to be discussed 
�  Commentary/explanation 
�  Textual support-quotes from the novel 

�  A good body paragraph might have one topic 
sentence and two commentaries and examples that 
support that topic sentence.  

�  The examples may reflect the sequence of the novel 
in order to demonstrate how the character evolved 
or changed throughout the plot. 

 

  



Example; 
�  Katniss’s background has desensitized her to a 

certain extent. In a brutal world, her focus is mainly 
on surviving and making sure her loved ones are 
safe. Both her physical strength and strength of 
character are born out of necessity. "My father 
knew and he taught me some before he was 
blown to bits in a mine explosion..” (Collins,5) in an 
ambivalent, almost indifferent tone, Katniss 
narrates how she learned to hunt. Her tough 
exterior, however, is nothing more than a hard shell 
within which she harbors a deep emotional 
attachment to her loved ones. 



�  Her integrity and resilience are evident from 
the beginning. She is fiercely protective of her 
mother and young sister. She provides for 
them by hunting against the Capitol’s rules; 
her sense of justice and fairness do not align 
with the oppressive regime, and thus feels no 
qualms in breaking them. She is loyal to the 
ones she loves, and is willing to give up her life 
for their safety. When her twelve year old 
sister, Prim, is randomly chosen as a tribute, 
Katniss offers herself in her place, without 
hesitation. “’I volunteer!” I gasp. “I volunteer 
as a tribute”’ (Collins, 22.) Katniss knows Prim 
has no chance of surviving the brutal games, 
against much older and skilled “career 
tributes.” 



Second topic/idea 

�  How does the character develop?(1-2 
paragraphs) 

�  Topic sentence – an assertion about the 
development of the character over the novel 

�  Commentary/explanation 
�  Textual support-quotes from the novel. You will 

need two examples or descriptions; one from 
the beginning of the novel, and a second 
one that proves that the character has 
evolved or changed 



Example of body paragraphs that address the 
second topic/idea –How the character 
changes over time 

�  Katniss Everdeen is a character who does not 
essentially change over the course of the plot. 
Initially, she is more interested in survival than the 
two boys who demonstrate an interest in her, and 
the readers learns that her pragmatic attitude 
remains throughout  the whole novel.. “….if he 
wants kids, Gale won’t have any trouble finding a 
wife….It makes me jealous but not for the reason 
people would think. Good hunting partners are 
hard to find.” (Collins, 18.) Katniss makes these 
statements about her good friend Gale, during the 
exposition of the plot. Mutual romantic feelings are 
suppressed by more urgent and pressing needs. 
She loves fiercely, and is completely loyal to her 
friends and families, but her priorities do not allow 
her any gratification she may consider weak. 



�  Katniss adapts to her circumstances, bur retains 
her integrity. She refuses to be a pawn in a game, 
and when her survival depends on destroying the 
second man in her life, manipulates the Capitol 
into conceding a win for two tributes for the first 
time since the inception of the games. By proving 
that she and Peeta, the second tribute and a 
childhood friend who also has strong feelings for 
her,  are willing to give up their lives in a suicide 
pact, they force the Capitol’s hand. “maybe I’m 
wrong….Maybe they don’t care if we both 
die…” (Collins, 344.) Despite her doubts, Katniss is 
willing to carry their threat through. This event 
clearly illustrates Katniss’s strong sense of integrity 
and her inner strength which the Capitol is never 
able to suppress. 



�  The events in Collins’s novel clearly illustrate the 
capacity of oppressed people to stand up for 
themselves and others, specifically against a 
corrupt, totalitarian government. History is replete 
with  tales of revolution by masses who are willing 
to fight and give up their lives as a fair trade for a 
better future for the generations to come. Katniss 
Everdeen becomes a brilliant symbol of the 
universal struggle for basic human rights. Collins 
portrays the cost of war and the capacity for self 
sacrifice through her main character. In a novel 
written for young adults, the author does not shy 
away from starkly portraying violent events and 
great tragedy that reflect the human condition. 

Third topic/idea: how the character affects the 
plot/theme (1-2 paragraphs) 



Concluding Paragraph 
� Your concluding paragraph should have 

the following elements: 



� A restatement of your thesis statement 
without repeating verbatim. 

� Your concluding paragraph should 
provide a “feeing of closure”. You may 
achieve this in different ways. 



Ideas on how to conclude 
your essay 
� Reflect on how your essay topic relates to 

the book as a whole 
� An evaluation, or opinion about the 

theme of the book 
� A personal statement or connection to 

the topic 
� A comment on the novel’s significance 



Example: 
�  Suzanne Collin’s novel portrays a self assured 

heroine, with great inner strength that 
disguises her deep emotional attachments 
and feelings. She is able to overcome the 
most horrific odds in a dark, apocalyptic 
future. The novel does not offer a satisfying 
conclusion, and foreshadows dire events that 
are narrated in the second and third books of 
the trilogy. However, there is an undeniable 
underlying theme of hope, of what it means 
to be united for a common cause and 
defend our dignity as human beings. 



Remember: 
� Use effective transitional words and 

phrases to link your ideas. 
� Do not repeat words or ideas excessively 
� Weave the narration into your examples 
� Use quotes sparingly; do not use quotes 

that are so long they make up the bulk of 
your paragraph. 



Remember: 
� Use MLA format and write the page 

number in parenthesis after a quote 
� Revise, revise, revise! Read your essay 

aloud, and make changes to clarify and 
improve your writing. 


