
Name_______________________________________Date________________ 
 

The Scarlett Letter Quiz 
 
 
Chapters 16-20 
 
1. What did Hester have to do by the brook before Pearl would come across? 
a. Make Dimmesdale go away 
b. Pin her A back on 
c. Promise to come to the brook again 
d. Promise that they would move away together 
 
2. Mr. Dimmesdale kissed Pearl. What did she do in response? 
a. Ran to the brook and washed it off 
b. Spit at him 
c. Slapped him 
d. Hugged him 
 
2. Why do Hester and Pearl go to the forest? 
a. To enjoy nature's solitude 
b. To pick flowers 
c. To pray 
d. To intercept Dimmesdale 
 
3. When Mr. Dimmesdale finds out that Roger Chillingworth is out for revenge, he 
knows 
his religious career in Boston will be at an end and his life will be miserable. What does 
Hester suggest? 
a. She suggests a plot to get rid of Chillingworth. 
b. She suggests that Dimmesdale should take Pearl and go away. 
c. She suggests that Dimmesdale should go away, taking her and Pearl, too. 
d. She suggests that Dimmesdale should stay and face his punishment as she has done, 
that, in doing so, his soul might also be cleansed before his life ends. 
 
 
Answer the following questions, giving as many details as you can. 
 
“It was strange, the way in which Pearl stood, looking so steadfastly at them through the 
dim medium of the forest-gloom; herself, meanwhile, all glorified with a ray of sunshine 
that was attracted thitherward as by a certain sympathy.”  What does this quote reveal 
about Hester, Dimmesdale, and Pearl? 
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“No man, for any considerable period, can wear one face to himself and another to the 
multitude, without finally getting bewildered as to which may be true.” Explain how this 
relates to Dimmesdale. 
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Write a sentence for each of the following words, clearly demonstrating your 
understanding of its meaning: 
 

• misanthropy 
• prattle 
• solace 
• estranged 
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