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The history of the persecutions which the Jewish people have had to suffer is almost inconceivably 

long. Yet the war that is being waged against us in Central Europe today falls into a special category of its own. 

In the past we were persecuted despite the fact that we were the people of the Bible; today, however, it is just 

because we are the people of the Book that we are persecuted. The aim is to exterminate not only ourselves 

but to destroy, together with us, that spirit expressed in the Bible and in Christianity which made possible the 

rise of civilization in Central and Northern Europe. If this aim is achieved, Europe will become a barren waste. 

For human community life cannot long endure on a basis of crude force, brutality, terror, and hate. 

Only understanding for our neighbors, justice in our dealings, and willingness to help our fellow men 

can give human society permanence and assure security for the individual. Neither intelligence nor inventions 

nor  institutions can serve as substitutes for these most vital parts of education. 

 Many Jewish communities have been uprooted in the wake of the present upheaval in Europe. 

Hundreds of thousands of men, women, and children have been driven from their homes and made to wander 

in despair over the highways of the world. The tragedy of the Jewish people today is a tragedy which reflects a 

challenge to the fundamental structure of modem civilization.  

One of the most tragic aspects of the oppression of Jews and other groups has been the creation of a 

refugee class. Many distinguished men in science, art, and literature have been driven from the lands which 

they enriched with their talents. In a period of economic decline these exiles have within them the possibilities 

for reviving economic and cultural effort; many of these refugees are highly skilled experts in industry and 

science. They have a valuable contribution to make to the progress of the world. They are in a position to repay 

hospitality with new economic development and the opening up of new opportunities of employment for 

native populations. I am told that in England the admission of refugees was directly responsible for giving jobs 

to 15,000 unemployed.  

As one of the former citizens of Germany who have been fortunate enough to leave that country, I 

know I can speak for my fellow refugees, both here and in other countries, when I give thanks to the 

democracies of the world for the splendid manner in which they have received us. We, all of us, owe a debt of 

gratitude to our new countries, and each and every one of us is doing the utmost to show our gratitude by the 

quality of our contributions to the economic, social, and cultural work of the countries in which we reside. 

It is, however, a source of gravest concern that the ranks of the refugees are being constantly 

increased. The developments of the past week have added several hundred thousand potential refugees from 

Czechoslovakia. Again we are confronted with a major tragedy for a Jewish community which had a noble 

tradition of democracy and communal service.  

The power of resistance which has enabled the Jewish people to survive for thousands of years is a 

direct outgrowth of Jewish adherence to the Biblical doctrines on the relationships among men. In these years 



of affliction our readiness to help one another is being put to an especially severe test. Each of us must 

personally face this test, that we may stand it as well as our fathers did before us. We have no other means of 

self·defense than our solidarity and our knowledge that the cause for which we are suffering is a momentous 

and sacred cause. 


