
To Kill a Mockingbird's Harper Lee will publish a 
second novel about Scout and Atticus Finch 
By Debbi Baker | 12:30 p.m. Feb. 3, 2015 
 
 
Horton Foote won his first Academy Award for writing the screen adaptation of Harper Lee's novel "To 
Kill a Mockingbird." The 1962 movie starred Mary Badham as young Scout and Gregory Peck as her 
father, Atticus. — AP photo 

Harper Lee famously wrote in her Pulitzer Prize winning book “To Kill a Mockingbird,” that “Things are 
always better in the morning,” and for fans of her work that came true Tuesday with news that a sequel to 
the famous novel will be published this summer.  

The book, titled “Go Set a Watchman,” was written by Lee in the 1950s and set aside, according to a press 
release from HarperCollins Publishers. 

The story, which takes place in the 1950s and was actually written before her acclaimed novel, tells the 
story of a grown up Scout Finch who returns to Alabama from New York to visit her father Atticus as she 
deals with her own issues and tries to understand attitudes toward race in the southern society in which she 
spent her formative years. 

Lee, 88, said that her first literary effort included flashbacks of Scout’s childhood that were so compelling 
that her editor at the time persuaded her to write a novel from that point of view, and from that, 
“Mockingbird” was born. 

"I was a first-time writer, so I did as I was told,” said Lee.  

The manuscript for “Watchman” was considered to have been lost until last year when Lee’s friend and 
lawyer Tonja Carter found it attached to an original copy of “To Kill a Mockingbird,” the book that went 
on to become one of the most famous novels of all time and required reading for students across America. 

That includes New England Patriots tight end Rob Gronkowski, who said on "Jimmy Kimmel Live" 
Monday night that it was the last book he read, although he couldn't quite remember the title. “A Mocking 
to Remember? Or whatever? Mockingbird to Remember?” Close enough Gronk, close enough.  

Lee said she had not realized the manuscript had survived and that she was “surprised and delighted” to 
learn that it had been found. 

“After much thought and hesitation I shared it with a handful of people I trust and was pleased to hear that 
they considered it worthy of publication," the reclusive author said in a press release. I am humbled and 
amazed that this will now be published after all these years."  

“To Kill a Mockingbird” was set in the fictional town of Maycomb, Alabama in depression-era 1930s. 
Published in 1960, it told the story of young Jem and Scout Finch, children of Atticus Finch, an attorney 
who famously defended black Tom Robinson who was wrongly accused of raping a white woman. 

“You never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of view--until you climb 
into his skin and walk around in it,” Atticus Finch said in a tender scene with Scout after she returned home 
from a bad experience with a teacher at school. 



The book was made into a movie in 1962 starring Gregory Peck that garnered eight Academy Award 
nominations including best picture and a best actor win for Peck. 

Here is Peck delivering Finch's powerful closing statement at Robinson’s trial in which he says that all men 
are created equal.  

Michael Morrison, President and Publisher of HarperCollins said “Go Set a Watchman” is a “brilliant 
book” and a “masterpiece that will be revered for generations to come." 

On Twitter the news was well received.  

HarperCollins intends for the book to be released July 14. 
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